
Nurses in the Vines

25 Sept 2025 | Rydges Resort Hunter Valley, NSW

8 am Registration open

8.25 am Acknowledgement, Welcome and Introductions. Amy Curran, ACNN President

8.30 to 10.30 am Navigating Challenging Communication Workshop – Part 1. Jennifer Harland

10.30 to 11.00 am Morning Tea

11.00 am to 12.00 md Navigating Challenging Communication Workshop – Part 2. Jennifer Harland

12.00 to 12.45 pm Developing a Professional Portfolio with Reflective Practice for Nurses. Jennifer 
Harland

12.45 to 1.45 pm Lunch and Exhibition

1.45 to 2.30 pm Nursing law - morality and reality and ability to influence patient care. 
Professor Emerita Mary Chiarella

2.30 to 3.15 pm The Lucy Letby Case: What have we learned? Professor Deborah Harris 

3.15 to 3.45 pm Afternoon Tea and Exhibition

3.45 to 4.30 pm What’s in the update? And the Companion Toolkit. Neonatal Standards Version 
5 release. Justine Parsons, Project Lead

4.30 – 5.30pm Annual General Meeting and networking with cheese and wine 



Babies
in the Bush

26 Sept 2025 | Rydges Resort Hunter Valley, NSW

08.00 am Registration Opens

08.30 am Acknowledgement of Country, Welcome and Introductions. Justine Parsons, ACNN Executive 
Member

08.45 am Improvements in the Special Care Unit: Where do I Start? Margaret Broom, ACNN Professional 
Officer and Trish Lowe, ACNN Research SIG Chair

10.00 am Handover Improvement Project. Stacey Leonard, Nurse Unit Manager, John Hunter Hospital and 
Kath Thomas. Nurse Unit Manager, Maitland Hospital

10.30 am Morning Tea and Exhibition

11.00 am Hypoglycaemia. Tanya Pretty, Registered Nurse, Port Macquarie Hospital and ACNN Education SIG

11.30 am Breastfeeding ex-prems in the Special Care Unit. Cara Gendron, Lactation Consultant, John Hunter 
Children’s Hospital

12.00 md Local Case Presentation. Dr Gemma Wilkinson, Maitland Hospital Paediatrician 

12.30 pm Caring for Indigenous neonates. Jessica Bennett, University of Newcastle

1.00 pm Lunch and Exhibition

1.45 pm CPAP Practices. Kris York, Clinical Nurse Consultant, Neonatal Services, Hunter New England Local 
Health District and ACNN NSW Branch Chair

2.15 pm Deterioration in the Special Care Unit. Jo-Anna Proctor, Clinical Nurse Educator, Maitland Hospital

2.45 pm Jaundice Management. Mindy Degotardi, Registered Nurse, John Hunter Children’s Hospital

3.15 pm Wrap up, prize drawing, afternoon tea and networking
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