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VIRTUAL SEMINAR: NEONATAL ORGAN DONATION 
The donation of organs from neonates for transplantation has been a relatively infrequent occurrence. Donation 
of organs from a neonate can play a key role in the care and support provided to families by health care 
professionals around the time of a neonate’s death.  

Date: Tuesday 29 March 2022 
Time: 1900 to 2030 (AEDT) 
1900-1910 Assoc. Prof Karen Walker, CNC RPAH 

Acknowledgement of country 
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1910-1935 Dr Rebecca Barzegar 
Challenges in setting up a neonatal organ donation unit 
There can be barriers to neonatal donation. Many newborns die of 
disease, defect or trauma, damaging organs and tissues. Others are 
without oxygen too long. The biggest problem is that many hospitals 
and donors don’t consider infants as organ donors when they could. 
BIO: Dr Rebecca Barzegar is a staff specialist at RPAH with expertise in 
quality improvement activities. She has an interest in human factor 
related communication in the intensive care environment and raising 
awareness regarding neonatal organ and tissue donation. In 2020, she 
started discussions to initiate an organ donation service within RPA 
NICU and is currently exploring the barriers to its implementation.  

1935- 1950 Justine Parsons 
Case study: aspects of donating and receiving an organ 
Neonatal donation can help grieving parents cope with their loss, 
giving them a sense of purpose amid wrenching tragedy 
BIO: Justine is currently Clinical Nurse Consultant in NICU at John 
Hunter Children’s Hospital, which follows 17 years as Nurse Educator. 
Her main clinical interests in neonatology have focussed on organ 
donation in the newborns, identifying and responding to 
deterioration, palliative care, feeding methods in NICU, neonatal 
networking and unit variations in outcome 
 

 

1940- 2030 Questions & Answer Session 
Please keep all your questions towards the end for the speakers. Alternatively you can write your 
question on the Chat Box which will be monitored and answered by the speakers at the end of 
presentation 
 

 

Registration: Free for ACNN members, $20 non-members.  

Please scan the QR code to register or visit the website.  

Zoom logon details will be emailed within 2 days to 2 hours of the event.  
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